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called Harsil where, according to our programme, we had
planned to make a three days' halt in order to pay off our
Mussoori coolies and to replace them by local men, better inured
to the rigorous climate of the glaciers. We had been counting
on the Jadhs to furnish the whole of our new personnel, but
found that at that date only a few advanced bands had yet
come up from the winter grazing-grounds; the remainder were
still scattered down the valley. The only alternative was to
make up the number from near-by villages, though we knew
that the nomads, whose life is one long trek, would have
answered our purpose far better than the peasants, whose hearts
were in their fields and who elected to come for the pay, but
came reluctantly. There was, however, no choice, so word was
sent to the villages stating our requirements. Presently three
headmen arrived at the camp to parley over terms. They were
striking figures, thick-set and powerful, bearded and beaked,
natural orators and possessed of an inborn dignity with a dash of
cunning. As soon as we saw them we christened them the
Canaanite " Kings," rulers over " cities " that might have re-
sisted Joshua. At every turn in the debate, the three chieftains
consulted one another from the corners of their eyes and then,
one of them, say the King of Eglon, would take the leading part,
while the others stood by to lend moral support.

" I require twenty porters by to-morrow," said I.

The trio exchanged hasty glances.

" To-morrow, twenty men cannot- possibly be found,"
answered the King of Eglon.

" No, indeed," chimed in the King of Jarmuth.

" Can't be done," echoed the King of AL

" Suppose we collected them in three days* time ? " said Eglon,

"Yes, in three days it shall be," agreed Jarmuth.

" By the fourth day from now they can be here," corrobor-
ated Ai.

" Oh! but I can't wait so long as that; besides," I added,
" you will find it worth your while, if you do get them sooner.
Now what about splitting the difference ? Say, two days from
to-day?"

Another hasty ocular confabulation.   Ai picked up the ball.

" In two days from now it could be done."

" Indeed it could," assented Eglon, " You just leave it to
us; in two days! "